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Module One – Introduction to Abrasive Wheels
This module introduces the topic of abrasive wheels and 
looks at the possible injuries and ill-health that may be 
sustained by workers. The module looks at the relevant 
legislation plus the responsibilities of all employers and 
employees.

•  Who this course is for
•  What are abrasive wheels?
•  Injuries and ill-health
•  Legislation
•  Employer and employee responsibilities
•  Hierarchy of control measures
 
Module Two:  Risk Assessment
This module outlines the risk assessment process, explaining 
what is required at each stage so that you understand where 
to begin when assessing your own workplace.

• What is a risk assessment?
• Identifying hazards
• Deciding who may be harmed
• Evaluating risks
• Recording findings
• Reviewing and updating
 
Module Three: Risk Reduction Part 1
This module looks at some of the key control measures 
needed when working with abrasive wheels so as to prevent 
injury and ill-health. The module looks at the risk reduction 
methods you should use when handling, storing and 
mounting wheels and iterates the importance of inspections 
and safe working practices.

• Can the task be avoided?
• Wheel speed
• Wheel handling and storage
• Wheel mounting
• Mechanical guards
• Safe working practices
• Inspections and checks
• Dressing abrasive wheels

Module Four: Risk Reduction Part 2
This module looks at some further control measures, 
highlighting the instances where personal protective 
equipment may be necessary and covering the dangers 
posed to health by dust, vibration and noise. The module 
also discusses the importance of staff training and 
emergency procedures.

• PPE
• Eye protection
• Harmful dusts
• Dust extraction and PPE
• Vibration
• Noise
• Sparks
• Portable grinders
• Cables
• Training, communication and housekeeping
• Emergency procedures

This Abrasive Wheels course has been designed to help people who 
use abrasive wheels in their work activities understand the hazards 
that they pose and how to reduce the risks. 

It’s estimated that over half of accidents occur due to unsafe 
working practices, so it’s essential that operators understand how 
to work safely and implement appropriate control measures. This 
course will provide you with an introduction to abrasive wheel safety 
so that you can assess the risks and prevent yourself and others 
from coming to harm.



Aims of the Training

By taking this course learners will be able to:

• Give examples of common tasks using abrasive wheels and understand the associated risks.
• Identify the factors that contribute to injury and to ill-health.
• Recognise the control measures that reduce the risk of injury and ill-health from the use of abrasive wheels.
• Understand how to correctly use abrasive wheels, including the control measures to reduce or eliminate the 
   risk of injury and ill-health.
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